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SNIFFING OUT TROUBLE
ON MERSEYSIDE
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STAY SAFE
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“There is no real substitute
for the experience and the
pressures that you can find
yourself under”

AS well as the mean streets of LA
and Rio, Ross Kemp’s recent Sky
One series on gangs also took him
to Liverpool.
Focussing on the turf war between
the NoggaDogz Norris Green gang
and the Croccy Crew of Croxteth,
Kemp highlighted the work of Operation Stay Safe, an initiative where
Specials from Liverpool North
contributed to get vulnerable young
people off the streets.
Operating from neighbourhood
police stations in Walton Lane and
Lower Lane during last year’s summer
holidays, Stay Safe covered Anfield,
Norris Green and Clubmoor.
Specials patrolled streets and parks
late at night, taking any vulnerable
children to a local church hall, where
they were met by social workers. Parents were then contacted and asked
to collect their children. Parents would
then be spoken to by the social
workers about their children’s welfare.
Special Constable Liam Fitzpatrick,
24, from Northern Ireland, is a support
worker with Mencap, and volunteers around three days a week with
Liverpool North Specials. He worked
on Stay Safe.
He says: “We found some kids
aged around 11 and 12 walking
around in the parks at night, and
some of them were with known
drug dealers. We actually found
one 13-year-old girl at 1.30am with
a bottle of vodka. She was drunk out
of her head.
“Most kids were resistant – they
didn’t see how what they were doing
was wrong. They didn’t know they
were vulnerable because they do it
all the time.
“We explained our powers to them,
and they did have a certain respect
when we said we wanted to take
them to a place of safety. When they
came to the church hall and saw
the social workers, they realised their
behaviour isn’t appropriate.
“Some parents break down in tears
when they talk to the social workers,.
They didn’t actually understand that
their behaviour is a crime. Some
weren’t aware that their kids are on
the streets. They didn’t know what they
were getting up to out there.”
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SC LEANNE BINNS ON
DUTY IN LIVERPOOL CITY
CENTRE AS PART OF
OPERATION BOND
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LIVERPOOL has seen some highprofile murders in recent years, with
the death of 11-year-old Rhys Jones
in August 2007 and the October
2008 stabbing of 16-year old Joseph
Lappin capturing headlines.
During such major investigations,
Specials from across Merseyside
have been involved with helping
to gather information, and reassure
the public.
Operation Cable was set up by
Merseyside Police in September 2007
to secure the arrest of 50 high profile
gun and gang crime suspects, with
Specials providing much-needed
additional manpower.
Last year, Special Constable Liam
Fitzpatrick took part in 11 raids as part
of Operation Cable.
He says: “Sometimes, I was the one
who found the drugs, a couple of
times people were needed to guard
the back doors. It just gives the regulars more confidence that there are
extra men there. If the warrant asks for
us to make the building safe, having
extra staff speeds it all up. With PCSOs
and Specials there, you can get
through more warrants in a day.
“I think we are doing enough. Norris
Green and Croxteth are quite low key
at the moment.”
Special Inspector Neil Wilson says:
“We provide high visibility to the
local communities and help our
colleagues with keeping those
communities safe. When major
incidents take place like the Rhys
Jones and Joseph Lappin murders,
the Special Constabulary is asked
to assist with the investigations as
manpower is often stretched.”
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